The results are detailed in Table  II Only a small area was shaved and some regeneration of cartilage is apparent. Figure   4 shows a patella from which the major part of the cartilage had been removed eighteen months before; the remainder is greatly hypertrophied by chondromalacic changes.
The unsuccessful results have been reviewed to see if there is any way of telling in advance when the chondromalacia is likely to be progressive and therefore excision of the articular cartilage is contra-indicated. 
FIG. 4
Case 3-The greater part of the articular cartilage was removed a year before patellectomy. 
